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« The adenosine pathway in immuno-oncology » 
 
 

John Stagg's laboratory identified CD73 as a new target in immuno-oncology. 
Since 2010, John participated in the development of several adenosine-
targeting therapies now entering clinical trials. Extracellular adenosine, 
generated by the ectonucleotidases CD39 and CD73, is a newly recognized 
"immune checkpoint" that interferes with anti-tumor immune responses. In the 
past recent years, adenosine-targeting agents have been developed and are 
currently being evaluated in phase I clinical trials. I will summarize the role of 
the CD73-adenosine axis in tumor immunity and the recent developments in 
adenosine-targeting drugs and potential toxicities associated with adenosine 
inhibitors. 
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